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These Were Fanatics

may be a fanaticism for evil as well as for good. I will not
JL deny that there are persons among us loving liberty too well for
their personal good in a selfish generation. Such there may be, and,
for the sake of their example, would there were more !
In calling them fanatics you would cast contumely upon the noble
army of martyrs from the earliest day down to this hour ; upon the
great tribunes of human rights by whom life, liberty, and happiness
on earth have been secured ; upon the long line of devoted patriots
who through history have truly loved their country ; and upon all
who, in noble aspirations for the general good and in forgetfulness of
self, have stood out before their age and gathered into their generous
bosoms the shafts of tyranny and wrong in order to make a pathway
for truth.
You discredit Luther, when alone he nailed his articles to the door
of the church at Wittenberg, and then, to the imperial demand that he
should retract firmly replied. Here I stand ; I cannot do otherwise,
so help me God ! You discredit Hampden, when alone he refused to
pay the few shillings of ship-money, and shook the throne of Charles.
You discredit Milton, when amid the corruptions of a heartless Court
he lived on, the lofty friend of liberty, above question or suspicion,
You discredit Russell and Sidney, when for the sake of their country
they calmly turned from family and friends to tread the narrow steps
of the scaffold. You discredit the early founders of American institu-
tions, who preferred the hardships of a wilderness surrounded by a
savage foe to injustice on beds of ease. You discredit our fathers,
who, few in numbers and weak in resources yet strong in their cause,
did not hesitate to brave the mighty power of England, already en-
circling the globe with her morning drum-beats.
Yes, sir, of such are the fanatics of history.
Charles Sumner, who stood alone in the U.S. Senate as the
bold enemy of slavery and made this speech there in 1866.
Truth Loses No Battles
f-*\ TVE me the liberty to know, to utter, and to argue freely according
\J to conscience, above all liberties,
Though all the winds of doctrine were let loose to play upon the
Earth, so Truth be in the field, we do injuriously to misdoubt her
strength. Let her and Falsehood grapple. Who ever knew Truth
put to the worse in a free and open encounter ? Who knows not
that Truth is strong next to the Almighty ? She needs no policies,
no stratagems, nor licensings, to make her victorious ; those are the
shifts and defences that error uses against her power. Give her but
room, and do not bind her when she sleeps.                       Milton